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In Tueſday Ang t the 27th, 1723, of | E 


Aſs 4 1 +1 : 
* - * bw ho is | F x. "Qt 75 7 . 25 


* 8 914 2 
T* ; : = l 
* A LY CE. 4 
2 * 


141 


5 RORERI Bu Tx, R 1 
2 L. eFor 0 Tort: 2 2 
worth and Pre audary ＋ . 7 7 HF Fe 


Pe % , - 
a. 4 a _ - Q 4 
— * — _ i >, ho * 


— n - 8 * 7 
- o g * — 


rr at & 77 5 i 
Preſents... 1+. 


ty * * * 7 2 
A wy EP 24 
= 
* „ a , 
4 ö 2 
0 4 
Sy 


riated for 'OH 


'0 N. 


x NED at che 


a. 


F 


: 
| 
| 
/ 
; 
| 
| 


— 


„ g++ 


D 
= 


* 


: 


_—_ 


Pl — * * N i = 2 o b at . > * 2 f " 
oo ̃ ERRS a 
* 


* 

* - 
vow 4 
: 
— 

- o 


F — 2 
COR tor / 
. = g F K 
A. bf 
* d 7 * * 
8 
. 


——— 


—— 


1 


Dre 


4 —-— 
_ — 


| 

| 

: 

E 

: 

L 

— 4 
— 

* : 


„ aac war + 


_— wa 


— — 


ot. Gd. 


9 


* 


. ˙ A re re——_—_ — 
— 


| g 
ö Right Reverend Father in G O D ; ; 
| ; OS EP H Lord | 


d Biſhop of GLOUCESTER, 
| The following 


Is with all Humility Dedicated, 


By bs LorDsnie's 


Moft Datiful and 


moſt Obeaient Servant, 
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* as for me, I will come into thy 
Hoſe in the multitude of thy 
Mercy, and in thy Fear will 1 


= wii towards thy Holy Tem 
. 


SHALL not detain you with a needleſs 
Preface concerning the Coherence of 
theſe Words with the Context, but con- 
ſider them ſeparately as an intire Senſe 
of themſelves, affording us Matter, proper 
to the Solemnity of this Day, and clearly 
joining all due Reſpect and Reverence to 
the Houſe of God, or the Places Dedicated 
and Conſecrated to his ſolemn Worſhip. In 
the proſecution of which Deſign, I ſhall pro- 
ed in this Mcthod. 
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Firſt, Shew you, that ĩt is neceſſary there q 
mould be Places ſolemnly conſecrated and «| 
apart for the-Worſhip and Service of God. 


Sauna That the a thus ſet apart 3 
for his Worſhip, ought to be had in all du 4 
Reſpect and Reverence, © - * 3 


_ "Thirdly, I ſball by way of Application 
hew what that Reſpea and Reverence 5 
which is due to the Houſe of God, or the. 
Places thus ann. to his Service. And, 


Vr, That it is neceſſary there ſhould be f 
Places ſolemnly Conſecrated and Set apart tor: 
the Worſhip and Service of God. This 58 
imply'd in the Text it ſelf ; for vain woul ff | 
have been the Reſalution of the Royal Pla; 
miſt, to come into the Hou, e of. God were then 
not ſome ſuch Place, viz. the Tabernacle with 
N the Ark therein for him to reſort to. This d 
it {elf might be ſufficient, but I ſhall mak: 
the Propoſition further evident, 1, From d 
the perpetual Practice of the Church of Go h; 
4 all Ages. And, addy, From the univer ; 

Conſent of all Nations, even the Heather 
If, From the perpetual Practice of the that Ran 
Church of God in all Ages. The d 1 Y Places p 


L 
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f 7 f- confecrated and ſeparate Places for the 


nete! zrſhip of God is fo Antient, that we fad 
4 00 A even the Sons of Adam had a Place, 
d. ere to bring their Sacrifices, Gen. iv. 3, 4. 

1 wie: tis ſaid of Cain and Abel, that they 
pan angle their Offerings to the Lord. From 
due rbence it is obſervable, that they did not 

fer them in the very Places where they 

ook them, but firſt brought them to the Lord; 
ation vrhich cannot otherwiſe be Interpreted, than 
ce 5 chat they brought them to ſome determinate 
r the and appropriate Place, wherein they were 
And, accuſtomed to Worſhip God. And no lefs 
TP than this, ſeems to be intimated in the 1470 
fd 7 [Verſe, where we have Cain, thus complain- 
art for i ling to God. Thou haſt driven me this Day 
His b om the Face of the Earth; and from thy Face 
woull #* be hid, aud I ſhall be a Fugitive and 4 
1 Pla elend is the Earth. And we read in the 
e then 16th Verſe, that Cain went out from the Pre- 
e with ſence of the Lord. It was it ſeems not the 
Hg leaſt Part of Caiz's Curſe, that he was as ir 

Mak 


were an Excommunicated Perſon, expell'd and 
driven from thoſe Places, wherein Adam and 
his Sons did uſe to Worſhip God, and where- 
Jin God mote eſpecially manifeſted his Pre- 
ſence to them. From theſe Texts it appears 
ing chat even before the 'Flood, there were certain 

Places dedicated to the Service of God. 


Imme- 


. Immediately after, we find Noah erecting _ 
and conſecrating an Altar to the Lord, and Mute 
offering Sacrifice thereon, Gen. viii. 20. which Pillar 


Practice was afterwards continued by the and”: 


Holy Patriarchs even when they were in Ido- Z Mark 
latrous Countries. Thus Abraham did, erect. Perna 
ing an Altar in Sichem, Gen. xi. 6, 7. and be a 
another betwixt Ai and Bethel, v. 8. Concern. God, 


ing the latter of which it is obſervable that 47 155 
aacti 


he gocth Profeſſedly to that Place which he x 
had before Conſecrated, there to Worſhip | * lace 
God, looking on that as being a Conſecrated, t app 


fo the fitteſt Place for divine Worſhip, Gen. Arab. 


xiii. 3. 4. And for the former, that at S:- 7 furthe 
chem, we find it uſed (ſome Hundreds of riarck 
Years after, ) as a Place for Religious Aﬀem- | Altars 
blies, and reſpected as a Sanctuary of the Lord, and m 
Joſh. xxiv. 26. compared with v. 1. If it of Go 
be here Objected, that twas the Tabernacle Were] 
and Ark that are here call'd the Sanctuary of Grove 
the Lord; I anſwer, that they were both of that .4 
them ſet up by Joſhua himſelf at Shiloh, and ala f 
there remained, till the Time of the Captivity 
of the Land by the Philiſtines. See Jeſbua 
- xViii. 1, compared with 1 Sam. iv. 3, 4. Be 

| fides, this Sanctuary (whatever it was) mult 
be ſomething that had a conſtant and fix'd 
Station; and which was not Temporary 0s 


Mutable; 


4 


LY 
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lutable; becauſe the Oak under which this 


TR „ pillar was erected by J. ſbua, is here delign? 
the nd appointed as a Conſtant and Standing 
Ido. Nack (and not a moveable Thing as the Ta; 


Hernacle and the Ark were.) that ſo it might 
Mee a Witneſs to them leſt they ſhould deny 
God. For theſe and other Reaſons which 


ag miglit be produced, it is evident that the 
h he aactuary here ſpoken of was ſome other 
rſhip | Place of - Worſhip, and by comparing Texts 
ated, it appears to be the fame with that, wincly 
Gen, Abraham firſt Erected. Which leads me to a 
t Si. further Obſervation, viz. That the Holy Pa- 
ds of rriarchs contented not themſelves with bare 


tars, but in many Places erected compleat 
Lord, and more ſpacious Oratories for the Worſhip 
Ir it ef God; which though open and uncover'd, 
rnacle were yet incloſed or fencd in with Hedges or 
ry of Groves of Trees. For we find, Gen. xxi. 333 
th of chat Abralum planted a Grove in. Beerſbeba, and 
„ and WealPd there on the Name of the Lords the Ever. 
tivity Caſting Gad. And: this! kind of conſevrated 
Jo : Places in-Ieitation of the Patvizichs, continue 

ed among the Jews in after” Ages, even till the 
— Time of our Bleſſed Saviour; and they were 
then knowa by the Namef of rgbeevna, Ora- 
[tories or Places of Prayer: So that you ſee 
chere were Places appointed and ſet apart for 
_—_— B Religious' 
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Religious Worfhip,' even in the Time of the L 2 


Patriarchs, © © 4 
Indeed, during the Time of gart Bondage 


in Egypt, as they were abridged of their Civil, Bl 
ſo much more of their Religious Liberty, and 
therefore we cannot in Reaſon expect to find 
the Uſe of conſecrated Places for the folema x 


Worſhip of God among them at that Time: 


But immediately after, almoſt as ſoon as ever 


they were come into the Wilderneſs, tho' they © | 
had then no ſettled Habiration for themſelves, 


yet they were Commanded to make a move- 
able Houſe or Tabernacle for God, Exod, xxv. 
8. This Tabernacle, together with the other 


antient Proſeucha's beforemention'd, ſerved ©: 


the Neceſſities of the Church, till the Days 
of peaceable and flouriſhing Solomon, and 
then a moſt magnificent Temple, glorious to 
the Aſtoniſhment of the whole World, was 
erected for the Worſhip of God. Beſides 
which Temple, the Jews had in every con- 
ſiderable Place their Synagogues, whither | 
they reſorted for the Service of God. And ſo 
during the whole Time of the Law, as long 
as they had Houſes for themſelves, they were 
not without Houſes for God's Worſhip; their | 
-Temple, their Synagogues, their Proſeucha A | 
even till the Time of Chriſt. | 

| Nor 


b 
Nor did our Saviour then take away this 
.afterenct bet een Conſecrated and Common 
Places, but gave us an Example to the con- 


abe trary, in his frequent reſort to the Temple 
tr and the Synagogues of the Jens, but eſpe- 
and cCially in his Zeal to vindicate the Houſe of 
_ God from Profanation, in that remarkable 

History which St. Matthew gives us, Chap. xxl. 


me BY 12. £9, of which I ſhall have Occaſion to 
they peak more largely in the Sequel of my Dil- 
4 courſe. And this Example of our Saviour 


hy was imitated by the Apoſtles' and Primitive 
8 Chriſtians, after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, who (as 


he did) made uſe of the Temple and Syna- 
gogues of the Jews, as long as they were per- 
22 mitred ; for we read, Acts ii. 46. that they 
continued daily with one accord in the Temple, 
3 Ifit be here urged, that after the Apoſtles 
had ſeparated themſelves from the Jews, and 
ſet up pure Chriſtian Aſſemblies, we find no 
ſeparate Places for Religious Worſhip, but 
only that Chriſtians met together in private 
F Houſes, as Convenience permitted them, with- 
; out any ſuch Solemnity. To this I anſwer ; 
1. That all this may be granted and yet 


| ll | ſerve nothing to the Purpoſe of the Objectors. 
; ©" For ſince the Apoſtles, as long as they were 


Suffer q, choſe publick Conſecrated Places for 
Not B 2 Religous 


- I2 1 
Religious Worſhip, they thereby pla inly de. 
clared their Judgment, that ſuch Places ate 
the fitteſt for the Service of God; and if after. MWioi 
wards they wanted them, it Was out of Ne- 
ceſſity, not Choice. The Iſraelites, when in 
Egypt, had no Temples, no codſecrated Places 
that we find, but were (without queſtion ) | 
forced to make as hard a Shift to ſerye God, 
as;they did to live. Yet this was eſteem'd no 
Precedent for the Times that follow d, for as 
ſoon as ever they came into the Wilderneß, 
* erected the Tabernacle. | I anſwer, 
2. That it ſeems very plain tliat che Apo- 
ſtles and Primitive Chriſtians, tho? by reaſon ff 
4 the then preſent Limes, they had not, and hi 
(indeed) could not have Publick and more i 
Solemn Places of Worſhip,” yet Conſecrated Mer 
Places they had, though in Private Hofen 
and thoſe fixed; determin'd, and ſet wholly i 
apart for the Service of God. Theſe were i 
commonly e7::2x' or Upper Rooms, of which 
we read, Acts i. 13, 14.-andagain Chap, xx. Ware not 
7, 8. and which we may conceive- to be not {ice of 
. unlike our private Chapels in the Houſes fo upo; 
great Men. In theſe the Chriſtians of the elf. Fo 
two or three firſt Centuries were forced for Nation 
the moſt part to ſerve God, till it pleaſed lin'd, a 
him at laſt to cauſe the Roman Empire to bow Pod wh 


; 143 0 
nd do Homage to the Scepter of Chrift, by 
onſtantines Converſion to the Chriſtian Re- 
igion. And then the whole known, World 
von contributed as it were in one common 
Porſe, to advance the Honour of Chriſtianity, 
y erecting every where the moſt magnifi- 
Nreent Temples for the Worſhip of the true God, 
ia the Name of his only Son the ever bleſſed 
Heſus. Which Piety of theirs was net only 
praiſed but imitated, till towards the Middle 
f the laſt Century; when there aroſe in this 
Pur Nation a Set of Men who pretending to 
the Spirit (but certainly not that Spirit which 
moved our Saviour to vindicate the Honour of 
His Fathers Houſe, ) have counted it a high 
Fiece of Religion to abhor Religious Places, 
And thought they have done God good Service, 
in profaning and demoliſhing thoſe Temples, 
vholly N hich by the Piety of their Anceſtors were 
wer built for his Worſhip. © But to proceed, 
Which 2. Places appropriated for Divine Service, 
ap. xx. Nure not only warranted by the continual Pra- 
be not {ice of the Church in all Ages, but founded 
iſes lo upon the Law of Nations and Nature. it- 
of the elf. For as Cicera ſaid in a like Caſe, what 
ed for Nation is there ſo Barbarous and Undiſct- 
pleaſed plin'd, as not to acknowledge that there is a 
bod 00 who ought to he Worſhip'd? So may 
7 bes we 


10% 5 


[14 ] | 
We. fay in this; What Nation-js there ſo rude 
and void of common Senſe as not to under 
ſtand, that the ſolemn Worſhip df God cariny 
be duly perform'd, without an appropriate 
Place allotted thereto? And accordingly we 
find that all Ages, and all Nations of tłæI 
World, have had their Temples and Conſecr| 
ted Places for the Exerciſe of their Religion 
We may therefore here very fitly uſe the App I. 
ſtle's Argument in #nother Caſe, x Cor. xp 
where reproving them becauſe in their hof 
Aſſemblies, Heir Men ptay'd with their Head 
coverd, and their Women with theirs ur 


cover'd, lie thus expreſſeth himſelf, v. 144 10 5 | 
'Doth not even Nature it [elf teach you, that if Ss 
Man have lone Hair it is a Shams unto him ? 80 3 


may we ſay, doth not even Nature it {| 
teach us, that as every thing ought to be done Me 
in it's due Time and Seaſon, fo every thing ax 
ought to be done in it's due Place; comma, on 
Things in common Places, and e Thing 
in Places that are Sacred? And ſhall every 
City have it's Hall for the Executing of ju. 
tice, and not a Church for the Exerciſe if 
Religion? Shall every thing have it's ſuitable 
Place, and God's Service only be turn'd out di, 
Doors, and go a begging every Moment u 


ap Houſes for Entertainment? Dosh nu 
ere 


| ( 15] 
en Nature it (elf Teach you in this? I ſhall 
Save the further Proſecution of this Argu- 
"nent, as having ſufficiently made out the 
ruth of my firſt Propoſition, viz. That it 
& neceſſary, there ſhould be Places ſolemnly 
Fonſecrated and ſet apart for the Worſlür of 
Pod. And proceed now to ſhew, 
= Seccondly, That the Places thus ſet apart for 
Sis Worſhip ought to be had in all due Re- 
Het and Reverence. And this I ſhall prove 
FÞoth by plain Scripture and clear Evidence 
Frounded on Scripture. - 
$ 1. For Scripture, The Words of my Text 
ik rightly conſider'd ) ſufficiently prove the 
Matter in Hand. For the Royal Pſalmiſt 
herein ſets forth the infinite Goodneſs and 
ercy of God, in giving him an Opportunity 
ff reſorting to his Houſe, makes a grateful 
Pcknowledgment for the Mercy vouchſated 
bin, and expreſſeth himſelt in ſuch a manner, 
bs plainly ſhews what Awful and Reverential 
Thoughts he had of the Houſe of God, and 
1 ſhe Majeſty of that tremendous Being which 
P preſent in it. But a for me, I will come in- 
0 thy Houſe in the multitude of thy Mercy, and 


4 out d Ws thy Fear will 1 Wi Me towards 5 Hely 
ent id i emple. | | 
Doth nd 


ev 


(aitableif 


But 


and Diſorder. Out ward Reverence may if 


4 16 ] ' 
But if this is not Satis factory, there is in: 
other Text of Scripttre; which puts the Ma 
ter out of all queſtion, Levil. xix. 30. When 
God lays a poſitive Command upon us to pa 
Reſpect and Reverence to his Houſe in the(s|l 
Words, Reverence my Sanctuary. 3 
If it be here Objected, that this was a PA 
eept belonging to the Old Teſtament, and 
therefore that it dotly not concern us who lM 
under another Diſpenſation; I anſwer, 42 
1. That the Men who make this/ObjeQin 
ſeem to be of the ſame Mind with that deſpe Natur 
rate and abandon'd * Heretick in the prin 2. 
tive Times, who held, that the God of thi 
Jews is not the fame with the God of th Pence: 
Gentiles or Chriſtians. What? maſt the Je oin'd t 
reverence the Places wherein their God 58 
worſhip'd? And may we Chriſtians profauſ 
the Places where ou God is ſerved ? Or ratheif 
do not both they and we Worſhip one ani N 
the ſame God, and therefore owe him tee 
ſame Reverence ?. ; 
| Certainly (my Brethren ) Chrit neu 
came into the World to teach Men to be 
reverent, or to worſhip God with Indecen 


a. —— 


* Manes, 


7; reed be granted to be one of the leſſer Things 
Mata Religion; but then tis to be remember'd, 


hen hat Chriſt never deſign'd the Annulling the 
o pe eaſt of God's Commandments. Tis true, 
theilt here were many Typical Ceremonies injoin'd 


under the Old Teſtament, which are now 


1 Pe P boliſh'd under the New. But who dare's 
„ and ay, that to uſe the Places of God's Worſhip 


Fvith due Reverence was a Typical Ceremo- 
My ? Or rather; who ſees not that tis of moral 


10 Ive 


jectiu Obligation, and agreeable to the Law of 
deſpe Nature it felf * ? 

prim. 2. We may obſerve. that theſe two are 
of th:{Foin'd together, Kgep my Sabbaths, and reve- 


of the 
1e Jeu 
zod if 


ence my” Sanctuary. Now what God hath 
bind together, let not Man put aſunder. Ma- 
y of thoſe Who make this ObjeCtion dc not 


profan only confeſs, but eagerly contend that the 
rathe Commandment concerning theObſervation of 
ne an | he Sabbath' highly concern's us Chriſtians : 

in th Why then ſhould not that re the 


Vanctuary equally affect us? 8 
3. Let us obſerve the Reaſon of the Com- 


> | Neve 
o be mandment, I am the Lord. As if he ſhould 
decenoſ have ſaid, Tam the Great and Glorious God, 


and therefore my Santtuary the Place of 'my 
FW orſhip,and whatever belongs thereto, ought 
o be reverenced. Tis a Maxim for the mot 
gel part true, that Where the Reaſon of the Pre- 

| C cept 


may in 


11 


cæpt is ĩmmutable q thete the Hreuept it delf ii 


he came into the World; was ſo far from an- 


nulling this Precept of reverencing the Places | 
of God's Worſhip, that he doth hy Precept 


2 
% 
; 
oy 


1 11229! 
of moral Obligation. i And if this che ſo, 1 
would ſain know WH NH Rraſon ſhould not 
concern us, as muck as ever it did the Jews? 

Bot to put chis NMlhtrer Gut: of alt doubt, 1 BF 
ſhall make it appear that our Saviour when 


and Example; both by Word and Deed, moſt | 
zealouſly preſs it. This is plain, from that BY 


celebrated Place I before merition?d; Matth. 


xxi 12, 13. And Jeſus went into the Temple, » 


and caſt out all them that Bought ant Sold in the 
Temple, and overthrew the J. A of the Money 
changers, and the Seats of them that ſold Doves: 


And ſaid unto them, it is written; wy Houſe (hal | 
be called the Houſe of * Prayer, bat ye. re nad 


it 4 Pen of Thiere. 


If it be ſtill Objected, chat - Was well | 


Jewib Temple, which had à Typical Holi 
neſs in it which waer yer wlly Tore; '* 
AO: +10 ret! 


1. That he ws 3 our Savio N 


Zeal; in this Matter, the like to xv hich we read i 


not of in any Paſſage of the Goſpel, will ne. 


ver believe that all this was ſpent abuut a Ty- 


pical Ceremony Which eee to ceaſ 


and then actually * 


<0. 4 


e201 WE. 


; 


; [£9] 

„ aach anner That che Fh which our Sa- 
riour this windica ted from Profanation was 

, 3 Sana the n Temple itrictly' fo callec or 

any Place of Typical or Qerenidnial Worſhip, 

bor the ahmen Gontiwnh, ilie Place- where 
Ichoſe Genres arothip'd Gad uh ſubmitted 


— ot to the Ceremonies of Hf Lau, and 


Ichereſore thne was no Typical or Cerertionfal 
Holineſs in this Place. For the right undet- 
ſtanding of this, we are to obſerve, tliat in 
our Saviour's Time the Temple had tree 
IC ourts belonging to it. (I.) The inmoſt or 


laces Þ | 
cept 


A 


hy Frieſt's Court, wherein the Altar of Burnt- 
gt Offerings ſtood; into this none but the Prieſts 


and Levites might enter. (2.) The middle or 
„rer (cater Qourt which incompaſs'd the other; 
fe (bel And intothis the Jews of all ſorts, and the cir- 
ad: eumciſed- Proſelytes came to worſhip. With- 
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©» {out this there was a 3d Court, which ſur- 1 
2s tal counded that of the Iſcaclites, ah Hd the, that | 
| Hol# Prieſt's; and in this Court thoſe Gentiles 11 
red; 1 rorſhip'd Who embraced the God of Hrael, 


put ſubmitted not to the Moſaical Ceremotifes. 
And it was this Court, wherein this Marker 
Was kept, and which our Saviour thus vindi- 
cated from Profa nation. For as for the other 
x Ty Courts of the Temple, the Jews reſpected and 
o ceaſteverenced them even to Scrupuloſity. They 
N Vers ſo careful of them, as to permit no un- 
C2 circum» 


viour's 
re read 
ill ne 
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L ; 
circumciſed» Perſon to put his Foot therein, 1,2 
- Aﬀts xi. 28. They trod the very:Pavement . 
thereof with a Religious | Obſeryance and 
Curioſity. They would not ſuffer (as Jo.enονi 
relates) any other Building, no not the Palace} 
of Agrippa the King, to have any Proſped 
towards them, leſt they ſhould be: polluteſ 
with a profane Look. How incredible tha O 
is it, that they ſhould endure! them to be 
made a Place for Buying and Selling, yea, j 
Market for Sheep and Oxen ? 80 that ths 
Fact of our Saviour's is ſo far from concernia 
the Jewiſh Temple only, that it principal) 
belongs to the Gentile Oratories, it being vw 
Reproof to the Jews for abuſing them. : 
It is plain then that this Text doth chief 
concern us Chriſtians; Wwe are now to {i 
how far: For which Purpoſe there are ſevo tl 
ral remarkable Circumſtances in it. As him. 

1. WE may obſerve that this Fact of ou 
Saviour's, is punctually related by all the Fou 
Evangeliſts, hy St. Marth. in the Text alreadj 
cited, by St. Mark. xi. 16, Or. by St. Lal 
xix. 45, Oc. and by St. John ii. 13, 1h 
Without Queſtion then this Fact of our 84. 
viour's doth very much concern his Church, 
| otherwiſe the Spirit of God would never have ſerve th 
taken ſuch Care to have it ſo punctually i and Ox 
Fred by all the 3 ee the 
| 2. 1 


T 2¹ 1 
. is obſervable that our Saviour vindi- 
ates the Honeur of his Fathers Houſe by a 
Miracle, and that ſo great a one that ſome 
have concluded it to be one of his greateſt. 
For was it not very ſtrange, that He, being 
| 1 but one ſingle Man, and unarm'd with any 
Pothe Weapon but a poor Whip, ſhould by his 

own m Strength; in the ſight of the Prieſts and 

cribes who hated him to Death, and ſought 
every Day Occaſion of deſtroying him; was 
it not ſtrange (I fay ) that he ſhould drive fo 
many Men, greedily bent upon their gainful 
Trade, out of the, Temple, and all this with- 
out any Tumult, Noiſe, or Contradiction? 
Surely this Act of our Saviour, was an Act of 


chief Divine Power and Omnipotence, whereby, as 
to ſe Cod, he ſo ruled their Hearts and Hands that 
e ſev they ſhould not dare, nor be able to reſiſt 
As him. 


of ou 3. We may ee c cor Saviour 
he Fou was in vindicating the Honour of his Father's 
already Houſe, He would not ſuffer ſo much as « 

7 Veſſel to be carryd through the Temple, Mark xi. 
16. whereas the Jews might (with ſome ſhew 
{ot Reaſon) have pleaded this for themſelves, 
that what they did was for a pious End, to 

ſerve the Uſes of the Temple. For the Sheep, 
and Oxen, and Doves were ſold far Sacrifices, 
aud the Moncy -changers were ſuch as dealt 


in 


[[ 422 1] 
-ihexchanging and returnidg of Money offer A. 4 
and preſeited to the Trraſury af tlie Temple, . 
Fort the. I/ ruriites were by ahe Law. to come E 
3 (hour far ſoe vir they dweltfrom BR, _.. 
It) And thers offer the buckbaket for. th = 
vie bf the Temple, Exod. xX. Tu, Ul. 
A And laſtlyz?Tis obſervable aach char Zed 
ihe did all this; bn'other Oc ſions, and wha BT... 
-Heanet with other Sins, we find he made Uk BY 
only of the Rod of his Word and Mouth, and N 
chaſtened them th a bart and naked Re Nag. 
prof: Sometimes intleecl ſharp, but for the n 
moſt part ſweetned with the greateſt. Meck- 
neſs and Gentleneſs. But in tus Matter, and 
upon this Oocaſion, the Prince of Peace, tlic Wa 
mild and merciful Saviour, makes Uſe of tlic 
Force of his Arm, lays about him, turos the h 
Tables of the. Moneyrchangers Topſy-turyy, ; 
takes the Rod in his Hand and ſlaſhes that g. 
Sacrilegious Wretches out, of; the Temple We 
Well therefore might - his, Diſciples call to 
mind that Text; the Leal of my:  Hogſe bath | | 
even eaten tue ub. In a Word, whatever val MW. x- 
Men may thiak, to profane Houſes of Prayer, Wyre. 
mult needs be a great Sin, on & hich our 3% i 
viour ſpent ſo great an Indignation, And 1 


much for the: ding Laika en 1 
en . 1918 
A L04v, 3. 10 
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| . Tol prove 16 you; ffom Argaments 
Poounded on Scripture, that Places fet apart 
or divine: Worſhip | oughbt ta he reverenced. 
And L ſhall; reduce them. all to this general 
ne, that the Places of God's Worſhip, are 
Pacred and Holy: Nlaces, dpd;therefore ought 
o be uſed as ſuch, with a reverent and diſ- 
Trimjnative Reſpect. This indeed will in the 
Ppinion of ſome, be thought to be the Proof 
es doubt Thing, by another queſtionable 
Medium, For, they that are not willing to 
* rant that, Reverence i is due to Churches, will 
1 means allo chat they are Holy Places. 
That is an Aſſertion which they look upon as 
gavouring of, Idolatry or Superſtition at leafts 
Ind conſequently at no hand to be admitted 
1 dy Proteſtants: But let ſuch Perſons (if there 
£ur') re any ſuch! preſent) ſuſpend a while their 
; thok Nan Cenſures, lay alide their ungrounded 
empl i Prejudices, and with Chriſtian Meekneſs and 
call 1p Pandour attend to what I ſhall produce for 
ſe ht clearing ancaſſerting « of this/Truth... *! 


er van 1:obſerve;therefore; in the firſt Place, à 
Prayer | hreefold Diſtinct ion of Holiness, into Tihe- 
or ent, Typical, or Relativeee. 
An 


1. There is an Inherent Holine&iconſiting 
n certain gracious Habits; Diſpoſitians, aue 
petations, iuhering or reſickng in the Sub. 
wh A On Holy, which is otherwiſe 

called 


nts} 1 


2. 19 


called Purity; b or Integrity. 
This Holineſs is to be found only in reaſon. YG 
able Creatures, Angels, and Men; and ni 
Man was ever ſo abſurd as te aſcribe it to Jt 
i Places of God's Worſhip. F oy 

2. There is a Typical Hennes, whereby 4 
a Thing is call'd Holy, with reſpect to ſomef 
other Thing really Holy, whereof it is a Ty 
or Repreſentation. This kind of Holineß 
was proper to the Jewiſb Temple, wherein 
almoſt every Place and Thing had a Typicl 
Reſpect to ſomewhat Holy: But eſpecially tie | 
Holy of Holies'was ſo calld, becauſe it ws 
a Type of Heaven. This Holineſs, together 
with the Jewiſb Temple, is now at an End, 
nay, it ceaſed before the Temple was det 
ſtroy'd, as ſoon as Chriſt was Sacrificed, aui 
the Veil thereof rent. This therefore dot 
not belong to our en or Chriſtiu hi 
Oratories. But, Pi 
3. There is a Relative Holineſs general that, 
ſo called, whereby a Thing is denominateſſ /e fre 


Holy, not for or from it ſelf, nor as a TyMWor nigh 
and Figure, but for ſome other Relation Me, for 
hath to ſome Thing Holy. And in this Seng p-oνν. 
tis certain that our Churches, or Places Wy an Ar 


Religious Worſhip, are Sacred and Hos more, 
Places. This Relative Holineſs doth and wiame Lal 


continue to the End of the World. Ma faid St. 
ridiculc 


| [95] 
ty, Ridiculous therefore, or rather moſt Deplor- 
ble, is the Folly of thoſe, who laugh at the 
v rerm of an Holy Place; who take away all 
Hiifference of Places, and dare boldly (if not 
Plaſphemouſly) aſſert, that a Barn or Stable 
Pas Good and Holy as a Church, they being 
Poth a like made of Wood and Stone, and 
Fonſiſting of the ſame corruptible Materials. 
For that ſome Places are in this Reſpect, and 
pon the Account of this Relation to be look- 
d upon as more Holy than others, is clear 
From Scripture; particularly from thoſe Places 
herein the Temple of God among the Jews, 
term'd his Holy Place, his Holy Houſe, and 
s in the Text his Holy Temple. But becauſe 
t may poſſibly be urged that all theſe are to 
e underſtood of a Typical Holineſs which 
Wothing concerns us, I ſhall further prove 
Whis from Places of Scripture wherein no Ty- 
ical or Legal Holineſs can be imagin'd. Such 
chat, Exod. iii. 5. where God ſpeaking to 
o/es from out of the Buſh, faith thus; Dram 
r nigh hither, put off thy Shoes from off thy 
eet, for the place whereon thou ſtandeſt is Holy 
round. The ſame is again repeated to Joſbue 
y an Angel of God, Joſb.. v. 15. But, which 
more, the New Teſtament ſpeaks in the 
ame Language, 2 Per. i. 18. And this Voice 
dd St. Peter) which came from Heaven: we 
D heard, 


26 
brard, when we were with him in the Holy Mount. 
*Tis ſpoken of Mount Tabor, which is:call'd 
the Holy Mount not for any inherent Holineſs ; fh 
for *rwas but an heap of Earth as well as | Lord 
other Mountains : nor for any Typical Holi- his ! 
neſs, for the Goſpel admits no ſuch Types; whic 
but relatively with reſpett to Chriſt's glorious jay unde 
Preſence manifeſted thereon, for which it | belie: 
was Confecrated: not only for the preſent, Þ to ac 
but look*d upon by St. Peter as an holy Place ples, 
for many Years after. But, are de 
2. To reſolve this general Reaſon into i the G 
ſeveral Particulars, we muſt obſerve that the thus 
Places of God's Worſhip, are thus relatively Putt 1 


Holy upon account of a triple Relation. = 2 
1. In Relation toGod's Propriety in then Hip a. 
2. To God's Preſence in them. JJ God's 


3- To the Service of God perform'd iſ thoug] 
them. And, 5 
1. Churches or the Places of God's Wo 
ſhip are relatively Holy, in regard to God 
Propriety in them; they are His Houſes, Hi 
as they are Dedicated to him and his imme 
diate Service, His as he is pleaſed to accea 
the Offering and to acknowledge them as hi 
own Right and Property, For we find | 
ſacred Scripture, that the glorious and magil 
ficent Temple which was dedicated to tis 


Service of God at Jeruſalem, was accepts 
and 


| [27] | 
ind own'd by our Saviour himſelf as his 
MHouſe, Mat. xxi- 13. It is written my Houſe 
ball be called the Houſe of Prayer. Now, our 
Lord having fo clearly and expreſsly aſſerted 
„his Right to, and Property in that Temple, 
which was erected for the Worſhip of God 
under the Law, gives ys ſufficient ground to 
believe, that he is likewiſe graciouſly pleaſed 
co accept and acknowledge as his thoſe Tem- 
22 ples, or Churches, which under the Goſpel 
are dedicated to his Service. And he being 
to i the God of Purity and Holineſs the Places 
at tel thus honour'd with this Relation to him, 
tiven muſt upon that Account, be deem'd Holy. 
2. Churches, or the Places of God's Wor- 


them ſhip are relatively Holy upon the Account of 
God's more immediate Preſence in them. For 


chough the Scriptures do aſſure us, that God 
s every where preſent in that he fills Heaven 
and Earth: Let this hinders not but that he 
may be more peculiarly preſent in Places duly 
Conſecrated and Set apart for his Worſhip. 
And the Words of our Saviour, Mat. xviii. 20. 
do naturally and without (training favour 
chis Aſſertion. Where tuo or three are gatber- 
ed together in my Name, there am I in the midſt 
of them. For in the Verſe before he tells us 
that if Two (i. e. any Number of Men what- 
ſoever) (ball agree upon Earth, as touching any 

D 2 thing 
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[ 28 1 ; A 
thing which they ſhall ast, it {hall be granted | 
them; and then. follows. the Reaſon, for where 


two or three are gathered together. in my Name, 


Words it is plain that our Bleſſed Lord, would 


not only convince his faithful Servants of the | 


Efficacy of Prayers in general, but alſo recom- 
mend to them publick Prayers, by a particu- 
lar Promiſe of his Preſence at them. For 
Harmony and Agreement in Prayer is cer- 


tainly very acceptable to God, and will be 


ſo far attended with his Bleſſing as to obtain 
it's Reward. But then this Agreement im- 
ply? s_ not only a mutual Conſent as to the 


ſubject Matter of Prayer, but alſo as to the 3 


Place where this Prayer ſhall be made: That 
it imply's a mutual Conſent as to the Matter 
of Prayer it is Evident ; for *tis upon Suppoꝰ 
ſition of ſuch an Agreement, that our Savi 
our promiſes to grant tlie Thing that is pray d 
for. That it imply's a like Conſent as to the 
Place where this Prayer ſhall be made is no 
leſs clear; for the Perſons who aſſemble to- 


gether ro Pray, muſt have a Place in which * 


they may Aſſemble ; and what Place ſo pro- 0 
per as the Church, the Houſe of God, which 


our Lord himſelf is pleaſed to dignify with rhi 


the Litle of the Houſe of Prayer and ( for our 
Encouragement to reſort to it) to aſſure us of 
| his 


| | T 29 1 
his immediate Preſence in it, And ſince our 
Baviour uſeth this as an Argument, why we 
ſhould frequent the Houſe of God, he there- 
by plainly gives us to underſtand that he it 
more peculiarly Preſent in it than in other 
Places: Otherwiſe we muſt Suppoſe him en- 
NHeavouring to perſuade us to our Duty, by 
that which is really no Motive at all, and ſo 
plaſphemouſly faſten an Abſurdity upon him, 
ho is the God of all Wiſdom, and from 


It is plain then from hs Text under our 
Conſideration, that God is more eſpecially 
preſent in the Places of his Holy Worſhip 
Than other where. But to explain the man- 
per how he is ſo, is a matter of greater Diffi- 
Fulty. The Learned Mr. Mede makes this 
Ppecification of the divine Preſence, whereby 
Bod is faid to be in one Place, more than an- 
ther, to conſiſt in his Train or Retinue. 
A King (ſaid he) is there preſent, where 
his Court is, where his Train and Retinue 
are. So God the Lord of Hoſts is there 
F ſpecially preſent, where his Guards, the 
" Bleſſed Angels keep their ſacred Station”. 
This Hypotheſis he ſupport's by ſeveral Argu- 
nents not haſtily to be rejected, proves it ta 
e conſonant to the Revelation of the Holy 
1 Scripture, 


bac _—_ frivolous or abſurd can pro- 


L 300 | 
Scripture, and that it ſerves to explain ani er 
illuſtrate ſeveral Texts, which otherwiſe ſeen 
not ſo eaſily to be accounted for. The tin: 
Will not permit me to enlarge upon them 
and therefore referring you to his own WOA 
in his Diſcourſe upon, Eccleſ. v. 1. I proceed, Nec 
3. To ſhew you, that Churches or th 
Places of God's Worſhip are relatively Ho, 
upon the Account of the Service of God pen 
form'd in them. Under the Law indeed, th 
Place ſanQify*d the Service confined to it, bu 
under the Goſpel the Service required, ſand 
fieth the Place where it is perform*d. Thi 
our Lord intimate's to us in theſe Word 
which is the greater, the Gift, or the Altar thi 
Sandifieth it? Matth. xxiit. 18. The Gu 
. (or Sacrifice) here ſpoken of was Holy upulif 
5 the Altar, but offered in any other Pa 
11 would have been abominable. Whereas tu 
ſervice of Chriſtians, being in it ſelf alwajs 
good and acceptable to God, hath a particulah 
Promiſe annexed to it, when perform'd in ti 
Unity ofthe Church, and the Aﬀſernblies of hi 
faichful Servants in it. And becauſe theſe A 
ſemblies cannot be held without publick Ur 
der confining them to certain Places, thereto ed, that 
thoſe Places though capable of no Holinels Win the 8 
themſelves, are notwithſtanding to be eſteem Meekne 


dd as Holy (nat only for the Reaſons above Praiſes t 
mention" 


[31 ] 

4 ati n'd, but alſo) upon Account of the Ho- 
Poels of thoſe Actions, for which er are 
P ppointed. 

Beides, that there are Actions in ths 
ves ſo execrable and abominable, as to re- 
lect Infamy and Diſhonour upon the Places 
yvhere they are committed, every one mult 
Fonfeſs: Why then ſhould they not as readily 


d peri dun, that thoſe Places wherein God is wor- 
d, th hip'd with that Decency and Order which 
it, bu he Goſpel injoins, do partake of the Purity 
ſandif ind Holineſs of the Service perform'd in 


em? And if the former ſo juſtly fill us With 


Worcht Abhorrence and Deteſtation, why ſhould not 
tar th the latter when we approach them command 


Pur Reverence and Reſpect. And ſo I paſs 
o my third and laſt Futur, viz, To 
Whew you, 


eas t 3. What that Reſpect and Reverence is, 
alwa)s . Mick is due to the Houſe of God, or the 
reIcu Places conſecrated to his Service. And the 


warſt inſtance of Roſpect, which I ſhall men- 
Gon as due to them; Is, 

1. That we reſort to, and frequent them. 
his is the very End for which they are erect- 
herclv'ed, that we may aſſemble our ſelves together 
lineſs Min the Spirit of Love, Unity, and Chriſtian 
eſtecuß Meekneſs, and offer up our Prayers and 


abo'WPrailes to the great Creator and Suſtainer of 
tion all 
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all Things. And if wade or refuſe wi 
to do, we are' guilty of a breach of that Rd 1 
ſpe& which is due to the Houſe of God, and Winn. 
the Majeſty of that tremendous Being which ouſe 
refides in it. It is in Effect to refuſe to cri pon 
unto him the Honour due unto his Name ; it i hich 
as if we ſhould ſay we will not come unte hin , as 
that we may have Life : It plainly ſhews tha Farce 
we have nat ſuch reverent and awful Thoughu .lom 
of God as we ought to have, and that e inc] 
think it too much to be conſtantly preſent i fficie 
his publick Worſhip. And what a grievouf Rule t 
Affront this is to him, every one muſt be ſen ch a 
ſible, who doth but conſider what the Exce . diret 
lency and Majeſty of God is; how worth ak 
of our utmoſt Adorations, and what a Con- ur as 
deſcention it is in him, upon any Terms at al ming 
to accept of our poor and imperfe& Services, hriſt 
Hence then we may take Occaſion, to ed, a 
prehend, not only thoſe who out of a culpabl reſcrib 
remiſneſs and inadvertency, neglect to reſort u at, 
the Houſe of God, when an Opportunity pre ald t 
ſents it ſelf; but thoſe alſo ho abſent them ; XEEM)P 
ſelves upon a ſeemingly Religious Account: I cache. 
mean ſuch as leave the Communion of o 
Church, for the ſake (as they pretend) of i 


purer Worſhip where they are not confineiſ 
to ſet and preſcribed Forms of Prayer, but can 
_—_ God in a more free and enlarged Maron 


nel, 


#31 


bſe r, and offet up their Prayers as, Occaſion 
t Rd cheic Neceſſities ſhall require. Theſe 
„ analen are ſo far from looking upon God's 
which _ of Prayer as an Holy Place, and there- 
geri paying that Reverence and Reſpect 
; it 4 hich is due to it, that they generally ſhun. 
in as if it were impious and profane, and 
5 that Farce ever approach it, but when Curioſity 
_—_ ſome other Motive, not more commenda- 
at ie inclines them to it. But have they indeed 
fcient ground from the Word of God (the 
Bulle they would be thought to go by) for 
ch a Practice? Or rather, do they not Act 
direct Contradiction to it, when they thus 
Peak the Unity of the Church, and endea- 
Pur las far as in them lies, to prevent it's be- 
ming one Fold, under one Shepherd, Jeſus 
Fhriſt the Righteous ? Is their Worſhip in- 
Weed, a purer Worſhip than Ours ? Are the 
eſcribed Forms of Prayer they ſo much Ca- 
il at, lis agreeable to the Will of God re- 
Wcal'd to us in the Holy Scripture, than the 
temporary, indigeſted Effuſions of their 
W cachers?., Nay rather, are not thoſe very 
Wxtemporary, and (as they pretend) Unpre- 
Wedicared Prayers, to all Intents and Pur- 
Poſcs, as much a ſet and ſtinted Form to the 
Eefpcive Congregations concern'd in them, 
F E as 
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141 
as the Liturgy preſcribed to, and uſed by us. 
With this only Difference, that whereas we 
knowing before hand the Form we are to uſe, 
and having Time and Opportunity to com 
pare it with the Word of God, and that ex 
cellent Pattern our Saviour hath left us tu 
frame our Prayers by, may with Cheartu-B 
neſs and Confidence of their being accepted 
offer them up to Our Father who is in Heaven , 
When on the other hand they meeting toge g 
ther unprepared and ignorant of what they. 
are to do, are conſined and tied down to the e! 
very Words of their Teachers, how abſurl 
and inconſiſtent ſoever they may happen u 
be, and join in them with a Confidence and 
Aſſurance of which they may one Day, har 
Reaſon to be aſhamed. - _ _F 

But my Brethren, let not us farſake the oh 
ſemöling our ſelves together in God's Holy 
Houſe, 4s the manner of ſuch is; but rathen 
with the Royal Pſalmiſt in my Text, reſolve 
to lay hold of every Opportunity of reſortingh 
to it. Let us perſuade our ſelves that tis oui 
of the multitude of God's Mercy, that we have 
ſuch a free and uninterrupted Acceſs thereto, Men th. 
and offer up our Sacrifice of Praiſe andefence 
Thankſgiving to the Throne of Grace, fotMepeated 
indulging to us ſo invaluable a Bleſſing, * heir ſey 


[35 1 


"Hs contemplate our own Happineſs, in being 


y us? 

as Ne ot only Born within the Pale of Chriſt's 
o ule Birch, bur alſo in being Nurſed up (for fo 
cone of the Church of Exgland may juſtly boaſt 
at eur ſelves to be) in the Boſom of a Church 


er beſt conſtituted of any this Day to be 


zartul und in the Chriſtian World; whether we 
eptech eſpect the Soundneſs of her Doctrine, or tlie 
eaveny Pxcellency of her Common Prayers and De- 
; toge h otions, and Forms of adminiſtring the Holy 
it they Nacraments; whether we regard the Decency 
to the r her Clteinortics, or her Primitive and Apo- 
abſurd Wolical Government. A Church it is, which 
pen ufter a long Night of Popiſh Darkneſs and 
ce and BY poſtacy overſpreading it, nid the reſt of the 
„ hau eſtern Churches, was by excellent Men 
iſed up by God himſelf for that Purpoſe, 
the aſ. eſorm'd and reſtored to it's antient Purity: 
Hoy Church reform'd without Heat or Extrava- 


ant Zeal, without Tumult or Sedition, with 
me calm, deliberate, and full Conſent of all 
We Powers of this Kingdom, Eccleſiaſtical 
Ind Civil; a Church no ſooner planted than 
vas watered with the Blood of thoſe Holy 
Nen that planted 1 it, who chearfully died in 
defence of it; a Church eſtabliſh'd by the 
ce, fed peated Laws of our Kings and Princes in 
Ia eir ſeveral Reigns, and from time to time 

V3 E 2 victoriouſly 
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vidoriouſly aſſerted by a Learned Clergy F 
gainſt all rhe Cavils of her Adverfaries, boi 
thoſe of the Conclave, and of the Conſt 
In a Word, a Church it is, wherein w hoy his 
ever is truly diſpoſed to goodneſs/( what euch 
DefeCts he may chance to ſpy in ſome of Huis He 
Members) may himſelf be as good and ho reher 
as he will, and the more ſtrictly he lives lain 
to her Rules and Precepts the more holy Mwhic 
wall certainly be: a Church wherewith che 

ho cannot hold Communion (I ſpeak adi 
ſedly) upon the fame ground, as they deparifi 
from her, muſt have been Schi/mnaticks if th 
had lived, in any the beſt Part or Age of tl 
Chriſtian World ſince the Days of the Audis 
tles. But to proceed. 7 

2. Another inſtance of Reſpect due to tl 
"Houſe of God, is to behave our ſelves wha 
we come to it, with a Decency ſuitable to tl 
Dignity of the Place, and the Majeſty of thi 
great and glorious Being that reſides in i 
To approach God's Houſe with Careleſnel 
and Indifference, i is plainly to declare our C 


t; 
holy / 
ear 


Verenc 
But in 
verenc 
For, 


tempt of it. For ho, that looks on it WM 3. 4 
his Houſe, can come into it with the ſam take c. 
negligence and unconcernedneſs, as if it wei Seriouſ 
allotted only to common and ordinary Uſe God w 
Who, that conliders how God is there pf pf his! 


Gr 
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1c Eve 
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depuis 
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e to thil 
es wha 
) t{Wlome outward Token of our Reſpect and Re- 
F erence thereto, vir. becauſe it is holy Ground. 
But indeed, this is the leaſt Part of that Re- 


le to ti 
7 of thit 
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releſnel 


bur Co 


on it! 
he fam 
it wet 


y Uſes 
ere pt 
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„ bool 
, 
x hok .% 
nuch the iamard Thoughts and Affections of 
of hal 
rehenſion of it? Who that remembers that 
plain and expreſs Command of God to Moſes 
Kwhich I have already mention'd,) Put off. 
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— attended with his glorious Retinue of 
y Angels, but muſt be fill d with an awful 
is and Dread; and conſequently diſcover 
by his outmard Carriage and Demeanour, how 


is Heart are moved and warm'd at the Ap- 


thy Shoes from off thy Feet, for the Place where- 
pn thou ſtandeſt is holy Ground; but will think 
umſelf obliged to uſe ſome reverent ial Geſ- 
ture, ſuch as uncovering the Head or the like, 
hen he comes into the Houſe of God? For 


verence which 1 is due to the Houſe of God. 


Iro, 


3. And laſtly, we muſt above all Things 


take care that we behave our ſelves with 


Seriouſneſs and Devotion when we are in it. 
God ho is every where, by the Immenſity 
pf his Nature, is (as I have before told you) 


in 


= * A 


od.is there as much preſent (though not in 
ſo viſible a manner) as he was to Moſes in the 
Buſh; and therefore we any have the ſame 
Reaſon, when we approach to it, to ſhew 
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in a more peculiar manner preſent in the 1 
ſemblies of his Saints, and the Behaviour of 


fore be a very high Affront to him, we 


Mariner ? And yet as great a Diſhotour a 
this is to God, tis a very common Thing in 


Devotion, when, we compare it with what 


the Foundations of the New, and rejoiced at 


* * 8 | 
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every one that comes into His Houſe; is op 
to his immediate Sight. Maſt it not then 


Men have not a due Regard to the Place offi 
his Preſence, nor their Minds poſſeſs'd and 
flPd with awful Thoughts of his Majeſty 
when they are cold and indevout and irre 
rent in his Service? and offer up their Prayen 
and Praiſes to him in a lazy and heed! 


this Age, and prevails among the far greata 
Part of profeſs'd Chriſtians. One -cannaM 
but lament the preſent State of Chriſtian 


it was formerly, and behold how much it 5M 
degenerated from the Zeal and Fervency i 
primitive Times. When the: Jews were re. 
turn'd from their Captivity, and began to er 
rebuild their Temple, the Younger ſort who 
had not ſeen the antient Temple, admired WWF 


the Structure and Sumptuouſneſs of it. Bu 
the Old Men, who had ſeen the former 
Temple, wept aloud when they [beheld the 


latter. And may not this he apply*d to the 
<5 TS | preſeat 
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( conſider what it is now, we have reaſon 
(ed to bleſs God, for that Diſcipline and 
ader, and Devotion which is yet to be ſeen 


uh Inſtitution, how ftriQ it's Diſcipline, and 
fervent it's Devotion was, we have 


Men indeed come to Church now, and 
pear at the Service of God as they did 
Wprmerly, but where is that Piety and Zeal, 
ad Fervency which once animated the Pro- 
lors of Chriſtianity ? And how lightly 
zreate'ſ d unconcernedl do the generality of Chri- 
cannot ans now perform the Offices of their Holy 
riſtian&<cligioa, whilſt; they confeſs their Sins 
; hat ithout any Senſe of them, ask of God to 
| Wear thoſe Prayers, which they do not at- 


With their Lips, when their Hearts are far 
em him, and their Minds are either at 
Weir Far ms or their Merchandiſe? God ex- 
gets that we ſhould not only keep his Sab- 
Phe, but alſo reverence his Sanctuary; and 
hat Jacob ſaid of the Place where God 
Irſt appear'd to him, may in a literal Senſe 
» faid of the Houſe of God, How dread- 


Houſe 


nt State of the Chriſtian -Church ? If 


it. But when we read what it was in it's 
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WR cauſe to bewail the preſent Condition of 


nd to themſelves, and draw nigh unto him, 


is this Place! this is none other but the 
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e , Gal, and bite Cote gf Kin 
deen, We ought g f A regacd t G ul, 
Preſence here ver We are, hut in the Church 
where he lis more pecnliarly preſent e ſhot! 
tremble, to offend him. For as the..Bſalni] 
id (L ſhall conclude with his Word,) Gu 
45,ygreatly to, be, feared in the Aermbly ef l 
Saints, and to be had in'Reverence of all then 

hat are about him.. 
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